


Dear Institute Participant:

Welcome to the 2013 ACE Institute. 

In 1945 the people of Puerto Rico welcomed Father Joseph A. MacDonald to teach 
a course at the University of Puerto Rico about cooperatives and the Antigonish 
Movement. Puerto Rico, culturally diverse and known for coexistence and 
tolerance, immediately began integrating the cooperative model into its economy 
and government. You can look forward to learning more about the Antigonish 
Movement, Father MacDonald and his work with Puerto Rican cooperative leader 
Monsignor Antulio Parrilla Bonilla during historian Migual Santiago Santana’s 
presentation on Wednesday morning.

Today, cooperatives in Puerto Rico are present at all levels of the educational 
system, within the government, and effectively collaborate across sectors. Puerto 
Rico is a working example of how we can regenerate the economy through 
cooperation – the theme of this year’s Institute. 

Cooperative education is at the heart of Puerto Rico’s success at building a 
cooperative economy. The philosophy is enduring in its people. As stated by one 
of this year’s ACE Award winners, Jesús Andrés Aranda: 

Cooperative promotion is very important, but lacking education as a constant 
makes advertising weak and ephemeral. Advertising is wonderful. If used well, 
it serves to draw attention to our products, to awaken awareness, and leads to 
sponsorship. With advertising only, we can move people to the cooperative. 
However, we cannot get the cooperative into the people.

Creating a deeply rooted cooperative economy is a task you as a cooperative 
educator and developer have taken on; my hope is you gain resources and 
inspiration that will assist you in accomplishing your work. 

I look forward to the 2013 ACE Institute and learning how, not just in Puerto Rico, 
but across North and Latin America, we are regenerating the economy through 
cooperation.

Cooperatively yours,

 
Sarah M. Pike 
Executive Administrator
Association of Cooperative Educators
pike@ace.coop

C O N T E N T S

Daily Presentations: Presenter 
biographies and presentation 
summaries, including Mobile 
Learning Sessions (Tuesday)

An invitation to join or renew 
your ACE membership 

ACE Awards 

ACE Auction 

Institute Who’s Who 

Thank you to our 2013 ACE sponsors 
whose financial assistance provides 

scholarships, awards, language 
interpretation and other services that 

are vital to our Institute. 

ACE also thanks the five honorees 
of our ACE Awards Banquet on 

Monday for their part in developing 
cooperatives and demonstrating how 

education can be different. 

Select papers and slide 
presentations from the ACE 
Institute will be posted at 

http://coopeducators.com

Tweet? use #ACEinstitute
Follow ACEeducators on 

Twitter



SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 , 2013 
All Sunday’s activities will take place at the Verdanza Hotel

2:00 – 4:00 

Vision ACE’s future - round table discussion 
with attendees 
Grand Opera Room, 1st floor

4:00-4:30

ACE Annual Meeting (immediately following 
Visioning session)
Grand Opera Room, 1st floor

5:00 – 7:00 

WELCOME RECEPTION 
Garden Terrace

MONDAY, AUGUST 5 , 2013 
All Monday’s activities will take place at the Verdanza Hotel

7:00 - 7:45 

Breakfast 
Grand Ballroom, 2nd floor

8:00-10:15

Welcome and Introduction

THE NEXT REVOLUTION AND COOPERATIVE 
EDUCATION’S ROLE

Keynote by Gar Alperovitz 

The United States is entering an unusual phase of systemic 
decay, one in which more and more Americans are 
searching for new answers. All over the country is active 
interest in new democratic forms of ownership. The 
emerging era is one in which cooperatives and cooperative 

REGENERATING THE ECONOMY THROUGH COOPERATION
Daily Presentations

education are of great importance--even potentially of 
historic importance as foundations for a new way forward 
are slowly developed in state and local laboratories of the 
nation’s communities.

Gar Alperovitz is the Lionel R. Bauman 
professor of political economy at the University 
of Maryland, and a former Fellow of Kings 
College, Cambridge University; Harvard’s 
Institute of Politics; the Institute for Policy 
Studies; and a Guest Scholar at the Brookings 
Institution. He is the co-founder of the 
Democracy Collaborative, a research institute 
developing new strategies to build community wealth, including 
a groundbreaking network of green worker cooperatives in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and is the author of numerous books, including 
America Beyond Capitalism (2005 & 2011), Unjust Deserts 
(2008, with Lew Daly), and, most recently, What Then Must 
We Do? Straight Talk About the Next American Revolution 
(2013). garalperovitz.com

FINANCE AND DISCONTENTS 
There are challenges and successes in financing worker 
cooperatives in Argentina, Nicaragua, and the United States. 
This presentation will explore the need to fundamentally 
reevaluate what finance means in a cooperative context.

Brendan Martin is founder and director of 
The Working World, an alternative financial 
organization pioneering the practice of 
non-extractive finance through investing 
in worker-owned companies and other 
community wealth building initiatives. After 
spending almost a decade starting a stock 
news company, learning about business 
and finance, Martin set off for Argentina to participate in the 
great flowering of worker-run companies. There he founded 
The Working World and began honing the principles of non-
extractive finance. After nine years in Latin America, over three 
million dollars invested and returned, The Working World opened 



Carlos Pérez de Alejo is a co-founder of 
Cooperation Texas. Beginning as a volunteer, 
he helped develop the organization. Originally 
from Miami, Pérez de Alejo received a degree in 
history from Florida State University, where he 
expressed his interest in workplace democracy 
by helping establish the university’s first 
collectively-run monthly magazine. In 2006 
he moved to Austin and became a member of Monkey Wrench 
Books, an all-volunteer, collectively-run bookstore and member 
of the US Federation of Worker Cooperatives. Committed to 
combating social and economic inequality, Pérez de Alejo also 
serves on the board of directors for United for a Fair Economy. 
He holds a master’s degree in Latin American Studies from the 
University of Texas at Austin and has written on cooperatives, 
labor, and immigration for a number of publications including 
YES! magazine.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION FOR  
IMMIGRANT POPULATIONS

This presentation will share lessons from Denver’s 
experience with Green Clean for Life, LLC, a now-defunct 
immigrant worker-owned cleaning cooperative, whose story 
teaches the need for better education and skill-building 
among hard-to-reach worker populations. This presentation 
will highlight strategies to address the need for education 
through a university-community partnership focused on 
delivering university resources to immigrant communities, 
and a recently produced popular education manual on 
immigrant worker-owned cooperatives. Copies of the 
manual will be available for distribution.

Minsun Ji, a Korean Native, is the 
founder of El Centro Humanitario para 
los Trabajadores (Humanitarian Center 
for Workers), Denver’s immigrant human 
rights center for day-laborers and domestic 
workers, and served as its executive director 
from 2002 to 2010. Previously, she worked 
as the economic justice program director 
at the American Friends Service Committee’s Colorado office, 
and also organized Asian immigrant janitors with the Service 
Employee International Union. She is a doctoral candidate 
at the Josef Korbel School of International Studies at the 
University of Denver working on a dissertation about worker-
owned cooperatives. She is also a Beyster Fellow, Management 
and Labor Relations, Rutgers University.

an office in the United States to push forward the concepts and 
practice of what finance can be in the life of workers.

SOLIDARITY IN OUR COLLECTIVE OF LIFE: 
PLANET EARTH 

Cooperatives are an organizational alternative that 
can provide important contributions to environmental 
sustainability and human wellbeing. CoopeSoliDar R.L (www.
coopesolidar.org) was founded in Costa Rica 13 years ago. 
It is one of the few, if not the only, professional service 
cooperatives in Latin America, and was formed by people 
of different fields and interests. This presentation tells of the 
relationship between CoopeSoliDar R.L and a cooperative 
of small-scale fishers (CoopeTárcoles R.L). The relationship is 
sustained by a common desire for marine conservation --  
regionally and nationally. The experience also shows the 
impact of policies internationally and may provide a new 
framework for collectives working in conservation and 
development. 

CoopeSoliDar founders Vivienne Solís-Rivera and Patricia 
Madrigal-Cordero present this interesting case study. Solís-Rivera 
is a biologist with a degree from the University of Costa Rica and 

a master’s degree 
in ecology from the 
University of Kansas in 
Lawrence. Madrigal-
Cordero is a lawyer 
with a specialization in 
international law from 
the University of  
Costa Rica.

10:15-10:45 

Break

10:45 - 12:15

BUILDING COOPERATION THROUGH  
POPULAR EDUCATION

In this presentation, participants will explore how to 
incorporate popular education methodology into 
cooperative development, focusing on the work of 
Cooperation Texas, an Austin-based organization 
committed to the creation of sustainable jobs through the 
development, support and promotion of worker-owned 
cooperatives.

Solís-Rivera Madrigal-Cordero 



Tony Robinson is associate professor and 
chair of Political Science at the University of 
Colorado Denver. Robinson was a founding 
member, past board president and academic 
consultant to Denver’s El Centro Humanitario. 
He so served as the Director of a University-
Community Outreach Partnership Center 
(Denver’s Westside Outreach Center), funded 
by HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development). 
He is a board member of Denver’s Padres Unidos (an educational 
justice group) and the Rocky Mountain Fair Housing Center. He 
earned his doctorate from the University of California, Berkeley. 

IMPROVING ONLINE CO-OP  
DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES

Learn about a key online resource for co-op development: 
The Democracy Collaborative’s Community-Wealth.org 
website. This interactive session will show where to find 
these resources, how to use them, discuss material in the 
works, and seek participant input for moving ahead. 

Steve Dubb is Research Director of The 
Democracy Collaborative at the University of 
Maryland, where he has led the development 
of the Community-Wealth.org web-based 
information portal and has been lead author 
or co-author of a number of publications 
including Growing a Green Economy for All: 
From Green Jobs to Green Ownership (with 
Deborah Warren, 2010) and (with Rita Axelroth Hodges) The 
Road Half Traveled: University Engagement at a Crossroads 
(MSU Press, 2012). With Ted Howard, Dubb also conducted 
the initial strategic planning that led to the development of the 
Evergreen Cooperative initiative in Cleveland, Ohio and assists 
efforts to adopt that model to meet the community development 
needs of other cities. Previously, Dubb was executive director of the 
North American Students of Cooperation. He received his master’s 
degree and doctorate in political science from the University of 
California, San Diego.

12:15-1:00 

Lunch

1:15-2:45

COOPERATIVES AND THE JOURNEY OF 
LIFELONG LEARNING

This presentation provides the “lay of the land” in terms of 
how the fifth principle of cooperation is operationalized 

throughout the Canadian cooperative sector and how 
“cooperative difference” investments are made in members, 
staff and directors, and more broadly, business developers 
and the public. Conference participants will explore 
trends emerging from more than 170 initiatives as well as 
opportunities for developing a lifelong learning strategy for 
the co-op movement.

Erin Hancock is manager of Research and 
Education for the Canadian Co-operative 
Association. She is accountable for the 
Measuring the Co-operative Difference 
Research Network (a pan-Canadian 
community-university research alliance) and 
other training and research ventures. She 
has been active in the co-op movement 15 
years--having served on many boards and worked as a co-op 
developer. She also participated as a founding director of the 
Co-operative Enterprise Council of New Brunswick and conducted 
research pertaining to co-op policy in the province. She serves on 
the boards of the Ottawa Women’s Credit Union, the Canadian 
Co-operative Research Network and the Canadian Association 
for Studies in Co-operation. She holds a master’s degree in 
Interdisciplinary Policy Studies from the University of New 
Brunswick and a diploma in university teaching. 

MAPPING COOPERATIVE STUDIES IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN THE USA AND CANADA

Co-op education is often left to training and occasional 
university courses. This approach is too limited to raise 
public awareness of co-ops as an ownership model. Is 
there a way to integrate co-ops into the traditional business 
curriculum? This presentation begins with an overview 
of research conducted on how cooperatives are taught 
in Canadian and American colleges and universities, and 
is intended to engage participants in a discussion of the 
research findings and implications for our own institutions. 

Christina A. Clamp is director of the Center 
for Cooperatives and Community Economic 
Development and a professor of sociology 
at Southern New Hampshire University. She 
serves on the board of the Food Co-op Initiative, 
an organization dedicated to developing new 
food cooperatives in the United States. Since 
1994, she has been active on the board of 
the ICA Group, a developer and technical assistance provider to 
employee-owned and worker cooperative businesses. Clamp 
earned her bachelor’s degree from Friends World College where 
she first studied cooperatives in the American South, India and 



Central America. She went on to complete her master’s degree 
and doctorate in sociology at Boston College where she studied 
worker cooperatives and employee ownership in the United States 
and Spain.

INTEGRATING STUDENT COOPERATIVES IN 
PUERTO RICO’S SCHOOLS

Youth and culture are important to Puerto Rico’s 
cooperative movement. In fact, the island has Act 220, 
known as a “Special Act for Youth Cooperatives”, to promote 
youth involvement in co-ops and integrate co-ops in the 
social, educational and economic life of young people. 
Youth have developed consumer, art, book, finance, 
recreation, and other cooperatives, and receive guidance 
from established cooperative organizations. The executive 
director of Puerto Rico’s co-op association will describe the 
development of student cooperatives and the effect of Act 
220 on their growth. 

Mildred Santiago Ortiz became executive 
director of the Liga de Cooperativas de Puerto 
Rico in 2004. Prior to assuming her position, 
she served as deputy director of the Puerto 
Rican cooperative development agency. 
Santiago Ortiz was the first woman to lead the 
board of directors of the Savings and Credit 
Cooperative of Caguas. She is the editor-in-
chief of the co-op league’s newspaper, Puerto Rico Cooperativista, 
and is a columnist of the Puerto Rican national weekly, Claridad. 
She began her career as a teacher in the public school system. 

2:45-3:00

Break

3:00-5:00

THE ALL 4 EACH MODEL: HOW CO-OPS 
AND CREDIT UNIONS ARE SPREADING 
THROUGHOUT ONTARIO’S SCHOOLS

This presentation will highlight an already successful pilot 
project that is gaining a lot of attention from teachers and 
cooperatives in Ontario, Canada. Ontario Co-operative 
Association Education Manager Kerr Smith will explain the 
mechanics of this growing program (and its accompanying 
suite of resources) that now has high schools lining up for 
Co-op 101 presentations, and is connecting teachers with 
their local credit unions and cooperatives. 

Kerr Smith joined the Ontario Co-operative Association (On 
Co-op) in 2010. He created, wrote and illustrated the “All 4 Each” 

cooperative education unit for teachers (which 
has been translated into French, and has been 
distributed across North America), leading 
to his honor as the 2012 William Hlushko 
ACE Award recipient. This year On Co-op’s 
workshop “From Beards to Eternity: Our Co-
operative History” earned him top recognition 
from the Cooperative Communicators 
Association. Smith is also a recording artist, releasing a second 
album this year with his band, and created, developed, and sold 
two animated children’s television shows.

Smith completed his Master of Education, and worked for the Peel 
District School Board near Toronto as an elementary teacher. 

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ APPLICATION OF 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION TO LATIN AMERICAN 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Katie Campbell will speak about the growing non-profit 
organization “Aynah” (eye-nah) and its hands-on approach 
to empowering student leadership and education around 
the cooperative model. The presentation will detail Aynah’s 
founding story, experience with farming cooperatives 
in Ethiopia, the connection between cooperatives and 
international development, and its unique business model. 
Aynah is implementing an experiential education model 
that ideally, at full scale, can be applied to colleges and 
universities across the U.S. and the world. Conference 
participants will be able to walk away from the presentation 
with new ideas about education at universities and potential 
for collaboration. 

Aynah Executive Director Katie Campbell 
graduated from Iowa’s Luther College in 2011 
with a bachelor’s degree in management 
and Spanish. Campbell traveled throughout 
South America, France, Norway, and Italy 
and developed a passion for community 
development, fostering connections, and our 
shared environment. Watching her mother run 
a small business and father work at a non-profit helped develop 
Campbell into the leader she is today. Campbell will receive the 
2013 William Hlushko ACE Award at the Institute in San Juan. 

THE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY IN 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

Sixty years ago a permanent centre for cooperative 
education was created at the University of Puerto Rico, 
further signaling the nation’s deep commitment to 
cooperative development. It provides undergraduate 



programs, research, and outreach and education for 
cooperators. Its director will outline how the center remains 
relevant to the cooperative movement and students, 
including adopting a major curriculum 
revision.

Grisell Reyes Núñez became the director of 
the Instituto de Cooperativismo, UPR, last year. 
She has a doctorate in psychology from the 
University of Puerto Rico as well as degrees in 
social work and social psychology. 

BOARD TRAINING
This discussion will revolve around the Cooperativa 
de Seguros Múltiples de Puerto Rico (CSM) educational 
programs for its board of directors, executives and others, 
including certification for organizational development 
(PROCEDO) and CSM’s seminars accredited by COSSEC 
(Corporation for the Supervision and Insurance of Puerto 
Rico Cooperatives) that requires cooperatives to report their 
economic and social contributions to Puerto Rico.

Jaime G. Cuevas Mercado became the CSM 
Educational Service Department manager 
in 2010. He was also involved in the creation 
of a commemorative book and video about 
the cooperative’s 50th anniversary this year 
and was appointed chair of the Cooperative 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Puerto Rico for 2013-2014. Cuevas Mercado 
began his career at the cooperative in 1992 as an educational 
developer in the northern region of the island. He soon made his 
name as a developer of cooperative and community ventures, 
including helping found ADECANI, an association of educators. 
Cuevas Mercado possesses the CISR insurance representative 
designation and has a degree from St. John Vianney College 
Seminary of Miami.

6:00 - 7:00 

ACE Banquet reception

7:00-9:00 

Dinner and Awards Banquet
Grand Opera Room, 1st floor
Verdanza Hotel

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 , 2013
7:00 - 7:45 

Breakfast
Grand Ballroom, 2nd floor

MOBILE LEARNING SESSIONS (7:45-4:30)

7:45 a.m. 

Load buses to depart from the Verdanza Hotel for Mobile Learning 
Sessions

Visit Mar-Coop Molding, Fajardo
Mar-Coop Molding is a cooperative that produces plastic 
items, such as medical devices and containers. The 
cooperative was formed in 2003 by 24 employees who 
organized to buy the private company, scheduled to 
close operations in Puerto Rico. Today the co-op has 72 
employees. ACE participants will meet owners Vilma Berrios, 
president of the board, Jaime Velez Piñero, executive 
president, and Alfred Alvarado, operations manager.

Morning Break

Visit Cooperativa Gasolinera Choferil Carmelo 
Carrión Calderón, Rio Grande

This cooperative is owned by consumers to provide 
automotive supplies and service, including fuel, as well 
as operate a grocery and convenience store . A lifetime 
membership costs $200. The cooperative got its beginning 
in 1959 when car owners wanted fairer prices for fuel. 
The co-op chose its name in 1998 to honor its longtime 
administrator. The cooperative received Puerto Rican co-op 
awards for its economic contributions. 

Lunch and tour of Cooperativa de Seguros 
Múltiples de Puerto Rico (CSM)

CSM was incorporated under the laws of Puerto Rico on 
Apr. 23, 1963 and began operations on Feb. 8, 1965. It 
is owned by about 200 credit unions (and other types of 
cooperatives) and each has one vote in the Assembly of 
Delegates. As a nonprofit organization, CSM sponsors and 
promotes several programs that benefit the community 
and promote Puerto Rican culture, such as AcuaCoop, Art 
Coop, and an oratory contest. It also has a museum-worthy 
Contemporary Puerto Rican Art Collection at its iconic 
central office which is open to the public.



Presentation by FIDECOOP at CSM
FIDECOOP is a nonprofit corporation created under 
Puerto Rican law to facilitate investment in cooperative 
development. With a decade of experience, FIDECOOP is 
the main investment vehicle of the cooperative movement 
and offers technical assistance to new and existing 
cooperatives, emphasizing viable and self-sustaining 
cooperative structures. In addition, it promotes collaboration 
within the cooperative movement of Puerto Rico.

Depart for Verdanza Hotel

Participants will have dinner on their own. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2013
All Wednesday’s activities will take place at the Verdanza Hotel

7:00-7:45 a.m.

Breakfast

8:00 - 9:40

Introductions and Announcements

RESOURCES FROM NATIONWIDE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Nations have umbrella organizations that serve multi co-op 
sectors, promoting and supporting cooperatives. What are 
their services? How do they contribute to public education 
about cooperatives and the growth within their economies? 

Learn from representatives of these umbrella 
groups. Tom Decker is the Director of 
Domestic Cooperative Development at the 
National Cooperative Business Association. He 
is responsible for managing grant and contract 
programs within the Cooperative Development 
portfolio. From 2006 to 2010, Decker served 
at the National Credit Union Foundation. Prior 
to his consulting and providing leadership development for credit 
unions, he spent more than twenty years in higher education as 
an administrator and on faculty. His master’s degree in student 
development comes from Indiana University. Decker is also a 
certified mediator and an International Credit Union Development 
Educator with designations earned in the United States, United 
Kingdom, Australia and the Caribbean. 

Tanya Gracie was elected to the ACE Board of Directors in 
2009, and first became its vice president in July 2010. She joined 

the Canadian Co-operative Association in 
2008 and is now its manager of Member 
Engagement. Her previous responsibilities at 
CCA included organizing Canada’s celebration 
of the UN International Year of Co-operatives 
in 2012. Gracie earned a master’s degree 
from the Southern New Hampshire University, 
and is a recent graduate the Ontario Co-
operative Association/Schulich School of Business Co-operative 
Management Certificate program. 

ANTIGONISH MOVEMENT,  
FROM CANADA TO PUERTO RICO 

This session will highlight the contributions of Monseñor 
Antulio Parrilla Bonilla and the Cooperative Movement of 
Puerto Rico and how they interlace with the Antigonish 
Movement of Canada.

Miguel Santiago Santana has just published his book on the 
life of Monseñor Antulio Parrilla Bonilla, a 20th century Jesuit 
priest who was influential in the Puerto Rican 
cooperative movement. In 2012, Santiago 
Santana was awarded the medal of the 
Ricardo E. Alegría Foundation for cultural 
preservation, and in 2009, won first prize 
from the Latin American Hope and Solidarity 
Network (REDES) of the diocese of Caguas 
for his historical essay on the monsignor. 
Santiago Santana possesses a master’s degree with specialization 
in the history of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, obtained from the 
Center for Advanced Studies of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. 

9:40-9:55 

Break

9:55-12:00

INTRODUCTION TO CROWDFUNDING 
Crowdfunding is an on-line fund raising technique that 
solicits relatively small amounts of money from large 
numbers of people to fund a project or business. It has been 
used successfully for everything from start-up businesses 
to charities. In 2012, nearly 500 different crowdfunding 
platforms raised 2.8 billion dollars. Can cooperatives utilize 
the power of fundraising? We will explore the basics of 
crowdfunding -- looking at some sites and campaigns--and 
discuss its applicability to the cooperative model.

Bob Cohen is CEO of the Braintree Business Development 
Center in Mansfield, Ohio, and program coordinator of the 



Cooperative Development Center at Kent 
State University. Cohen has worked more 
than twenty years with entrepreneurs, 
nonprofits, and cooperatives to identify 
useful resources, and is a founding board 
member of the Crowdfunding Professional 
Association. Cohen has given presentations 
on business, communication, crowdfunding, 
entrepreneurship, and cooperatives in 30 states and nine 
countries, including Puerto Rico. He is a Certified Business Advisor 
(CBA®), and a Certified Global Business Professional. He received 
his doctorate from Ohio University.

ONLINE COOPERATIVE RESOURCES COMING 
OUT OF CANADA

Erin Hancock of the Canadian Co-operative Association will 
present two initiatives. ‘Discover the Co-operative Difference’ 
is an online learning portal providing a walk down virtual 
co-op main street to introduce visitors to co-op values 
and principles, and the diversity of cooperative economic 
activities (www.thecoopdifference.coop). Another recent 
invention is the Canadian Co-operative Research Network, a 
collaboration of academics and practitioners. The network’s 
online presence is an evergreen hub for cooperative 
research news, opportunities, publications, events, and 
researcher profiles (s.coop/research). (See Hancock’s 
biography in Tuesday’s program.)

THE COOPERATIVE TRUST
The Cooperative Trust is a grassroots group of young people 
working in credit unions and cooperatives. The purpose 
of The Cooperative Trust is simple: educate and grow 
young talent in credit unions and cooperatives through 
development opportunities, mentorships, peer idea-sharing 
and “meet-ups”. What began as a week-long attempt to 
work alongside industry leaders in 2010 has grown to 
become a well-respected development opportunity for 
credit union leaders. Learn why.

Theresa Hilinski of Portland, Oregon is the 
community manager for The Cooperative 
Trust. Prior to her work with The Cooperative 
Trust and Filene, she oversaw marketing, 
business development and community 
outreach, as well as staff development at 
several Philadelphia‐area credit unions. Since 
receiving her Credit Union Development 
Educator certification through the National Credit Union 
Foundation, she has volunteered her time to mentor for the 
program. Hilinski also served various roles, including as director, 
president and youth coordinator for the Philadelphia Chapter 
of Credit Unions. Hilinski earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Pennsylvania’s Elizabethtown College and has received awards 
from the National Youth Involvement Board, and Pennsylvania 
Credit Union Association. 

Wrap up and Adjourn



Education is an investment in people.  As a cooperative helping to advance education, you must invest in yourself.  The 
Association of Cooperative Educators gives you an opportunity to enrich your work by sharing with others who have goals 
similar to your own.

Cooperators and social economy champions from Canada, the Caribbean and the United States belong to the Association, 
contribute to its blog and communications with members and attend the annual ACE Institute as part of their personal and 
professional development.

Become a member.  It is the best opportunity you have to contribute to your organization’s growth.

Fees can be paid in US or Canadian funds, and submitted for one or three years.

Associate Membership  ($40/year; $120/three years)
Retired professionals, students, overseas contacts, interested persons outside the cooperative or cooperative education sector. 

Professional Membership  ($65/year; $195/three years) 
Those actively involved in cooperative education, training and communication. 

Organization Membership  ($165/year; $495/three years)
Allows up to four individuals from an organization to be members under the organizational membership. Additional individuals can be added to an Organization 

Membership for $35 each.

Type of Membership:  r Professional  r Associate r Organization

Language Preference:  r English  r French r Spanish

(Organizational membership includes up to 4 representatives of an organization):

Name ______________________________________________________________________Title ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________Title ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________Title ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________Title ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make Check Payable in US or Canadian Dollars to:  Association of Cooperative Educators.  Send check and membership form to:  
Association of Cooperative Educators, 1057 Parkview Lane, Victoria, MN 55386  USA

 Questions or comments? Please contact Sarah Pike at pike@ace.coop 

An invitation to join or renew your
ACE MEMBERSHIP



ACE AWARDS
Every year, ACE acknowledges the talents of cooperators and their unique 
programs. Award recipients are honored at the ACE Awards Banquet on Aug. 5. 

Consider whom you would nominate for next year’s awards. Nominations can 
be submitted anytime. See http://s.coop/awardsace.

Outstanding Contribution to Cooperative Education and Training: Award recognizes 
an individual or organization for their continuing contribution to educating about 
the benefits, impact, and principles of cooperatives through academic curriculum, 
publications, marketing campaigns, member communications, and leadership 
training programs.

The William Hlushko Award to Young Cooperative Educators: Award recognizes an 
ACE member, 35 years or younger, for achievement as a cooperative educator.

The Reginald J. Cressman ACE Award: Award recognizes an ACE Member who 
demonstrates outstanding commitment to staff development as exemplified by 
long-time cooperator Reginald J. Cressman.

The John Logue ACE Award: Award recognizes an individual or organization whose 
educational programs, technical assistance or research acts as a catalyst for 
change by creating innovative cooperatives that promote a democratic work 
environment and economic sustainability for people and communities.

Outstanding Contribution to ACE: Award recognizes an organization providing 
special support to ACE. 

DONATIONS HELP 
YOUTH AND OTHERS 
ATTEND INSTITUTE

An auction that started 20 years ago at an ACE 
Institute in Puerto Rico is now an ACE tradition. 

Items and opportunities (e.g., registrations for other 
education events) donated by ACE members and 
their organizations are sold at the Institute to help 

provide scholarships. 

Thank you for your donations and bids.

I N S T I T U T E  
P L A N N I N G 
C O M M I T T E E
Each year, a planning committee for 
the ACE Institute is comprised of ACE 
directors, cooperators from the host 
city, ACE staff, and, when possible, 
member representatives of United 
States, Canada and Puerto Rico. If you 
wish to assist next year’s committee, 
please contact Sarah at pike@ace.coop.

Many thanks to this year’s committee. 
The staff of Cooperativa de Seguros 
Múltiples de Puerto Rico provided 
extraordinary assistance in Puerto 
Rico. Other committee members who 
provided their wisdom were:

William Nelson (CHS)

Colette Lebel (la Coop fédérée)

Tanya Gracie (Canadian  
Co-operative Association)

Cathy Statz (Wisconsin Farmers 
Union)

Jaime G. Cuevas Mercado 
(Cooperativa de Seguros Múltiples de 
Puerto Rico)

Lynn Pitman (University of Wisconsin)

Catharine Chamberlain (CL 
Chamberlain Communication)

Bob Cohen (Braintree Business 
Development Center)

Steve Dubb (The Democracy 
Collaborative)

Maria Miller (National Farmers Union)

Emily Lippold Cheney (US 
Cooperative Youth Council)

Bill Patrie (CEDC) 

Margaret Bau (USDA Rural 
Development) 

Madeline Schultz (Iowa State 
University)

Questions?
Contact Sarah Pike, 763-432-2032; E-mail: pike@ace.coop



The Cooperative 
Foundation

THANK YOU TO OUR 2013 ACE INSTITUTE SPONSORS
AGRADECEMOS A LOS PATROCINADORES DEL ACE INSTITUTE DEL AÑO 2013
MERCI À NOS COMMANDITAIRES DE L’INSTITUT ACE POUR L’ANNÉE 2013

National  
Farmers Union

 

 

Chris and Anna 
Kopka


