
A trustee is an organization or individual that vouches for you and verifi es your business concept for lenders.
A trustee will write a public endorsement of you and your business by answering questions about the nature 
of your relationship, the strength of your character, and soundness of your business concept.
There are two types of trustees: organizations and individuals

Organization trustees are often community development groups, religious groups, colleges, nonprofi ts, or lo-
cal businesses. With an trustee organization you may apply for a loan of up to $5000, repaid over 24 months.
An individual trustee is usually someone who knows you and your business very well. This person should 
be a credible reference and is well respected in your community. With an individual trustee you may apply 
for a loan of up to $2500, repaid over 12 months or less.

ZIP U.S. Borrower Information

Connecting people through character-based lending to revitalize communities and provide opportunities locally

Kiva is innovating for social good

Kiva is the world’s largest crowdfunding platform for social good and has reached over 1 million people in more 
than 65 countries through a network of over 150 global partners.

Increasingly, Kiva is working with new types of partners: universities, social enterprises, nonprofi ts, and more. 
Now we’re taking this experiment one step further by enabling anyone to help borrowers in the United States 
get the capital they need to bring their business ideas to life.

With Kiva Zip, individuals, or organizations -- like community centers, vocational schools, and neighborhood 
groups -- can vouch for a person to become a borrower and access crowdfunded capital that would other-
wise be out of reach. We call these individuals and organizations trustees.

What is Kiva Zip?

Kiva Zip is a pilot program where Kiva is testing new ways to crowdfund for social good. Kiva Zip aims to ex-
pand access to capital for microenterprises, to lower costs of capital, and to increase connections between 
borrowers and lenders. Zip is doing this by tapping into the networks of trust that exist in communities and by 
utilizing the power of technology to connect borrowers and lenders more directly than previously possible.

What is a Trustee and what do they do?

Is Kiva Zip right for me?

0% Interest Business Loans up to $5000

If you are looking to start a business or grow your existing business and need a small amount of capital, we 
want to hear from you. Inquire about a loan by visiting zip.kiva.org/borrow and using the contact info below.

Strict Requirements
Your current debt to annual income 
ratio must be less than 35%**

No past due debt (over 30 days late)
Loan must be less than 75% of your 
annual income

**See zip.kiva.org/borrow for details on how to calculate this ratio

Borrowers Should
Have a sound business concept
Demonstrate strong character
Annual income less than $100,000
Not currently be in foreclosure or 
bankruptcy

What a Loan Looks Like
For a business purpose
0% interest; $5000 or less
Short loan term (24 months or less)
Distributed and collected via PayPal 
(must have a PayPal account*)

* � is is easy to set up. Contact PayPal customers service at (888) 221-1161 for assistance

See examples of Kiva Zip in action at zip.kiva.org and contact me today to learn more!

Theresa Wilson          theresa.wilson@fellows.kiva.org          (330) 814-5069Theresa Wilson          theresa.wilson@fellows.kiva.org          (330) 814-5069Theresa Wilson          theresa.wilson@fellows.kiva.org          (330) 814-5069


